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this almost unchecked certainly as late as General Grant's adminis- 
tration. It is hoped and believed that the present situation is quite 
different. 

We congratulate Dr. Hinckley on having on having written an 
admirable handbook upon an interesting, important and unhack- 
neyed subject. 

Charles Noble Gregory. 



The Aliens Act and the Right of Asylum. By N. W. Sibley and 
Alfred Elias. (London: William Clowes and Sons. 1906. 
Pp. ix, 161.) 

Mr. Sibley is a barrister at law of Lincolns Inn. He received his 
B.A. from London University and his LL.M. from Trin. H., Cam- 
bridge. He has already attracted most favorable attention by a 
more extended work published by him in 1905 jointly with Mr. F. E. 
Smith, later elected to the House of Commons from Liverpool, on 
International Law as Interpreted During the Russo-Japanese War. 
Mr. Elias is a barrister of Grays Inn. The present very admirable 
little work consists of the main text, eighty pages, also of several 
appendices. 

Appendix I consists of tables, statutes, forms, rules and orders, 
covering forty-four pages. 

Appendix II, of thirteen pages, deals with the right of asylum in 
the law of England. 

Appendix III with statistics on alien immigration covers six pages, 
and a copious index of seventeen pages complete the book. 

Part I of the text deals with international law on the admission 
of aliens, the Droit du Renvoi, and the right of asylum. 

Part II with the comparative jurisprudence of these subjects. 

Part III with the status of an alien at common law and by statute. 

With the history of English legislation on the subjects treated 
and a discussion of the connection between aliens acts and extradi- 
tion. It includes an analysis of the English aliens act of 1895 and 
a table of punishments and penalties. 

The limited but thorough scope of the work is intimated by this 
table of contents. 

All is clear, lucid, orderly and unpretentious. 

The almost complete omission of all citation of texts or cases from 
this country is a defect for our readers, but is doubtless due to the 
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strict adherence to the English act and its interpretation and admin- 
istration. The many and important cases decided by our own fed- 
eral supreme court, especially as to Chinese exclusion, have largely 
turned upon the provisions of our Constitution, but not wholly. 
Thus in United States v. Turner, 24 Sup. Ct. R. 719, our supreme 
court in 1903 upheld the right of congress to provide for the exclu- 
sion of alien anarchists. The decision being rested " on the accepted 
principle of international law that every sovereign nation has the 
power, as inherent in sovereignty, and essential to self preservation, 
to forbid the entrance of foreigners within its dominions, or to admit 
them only in such cases and upon such conditions as it may see fit 
to prescribe; or on the power to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations." And see Kaoru Yamataya v. Fisher, 23 Sup. Ct. R. 611, 
and United States v. Ju Toy, 25 Sup. Ct. R. 644, and many cases 
there cited. See also "A Question of International Law in the 
Deportation of Aliens" by this writer in Juridical Review (Edin- 
burgh), July, 1906. The extended discussion of the rights of aliens 
by Hon. Hannis Taylor in his International Law (1901), a work which 
is quoted in England even more than this country, might well have 
been referred to. These are, however, omissions which in so limited 
a work are perhaps necessary. The book has been reviewed and 
commended warmly in the American Journal of International Law 
(vol. i, p. 260) by the accomplished editor, Dr. Scott. He has 
called attention to the humane provisions of the English act exempt- 
ing from exclusion on the ground of want of means persons flying 
from persecution on religious or political grounds in certain cases, and 
deeming them as wise as humane, he respectfully calls the spirit of 
these provisions to the attention of our law makers "lest we debar 
unawares a Romilly or deport a Carl Schurz." We heartily concur. 
The rigid and inelastic severity of our aliens acts distinctly requires 
relaxation as a concession to humanity and, it is hoped, they may 
be wisely revised in these respects. In the meantime the little book 
reviewed is welcome as a clear and admirable, though brief, presenta- 
tion of the alien laws of our kindred nation and of facts and statis- 
tics as to their operation which throw valuable light on our own. 

Charles Noble Gregory. 



